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List of participants:

Participants from civil society, academia and the press in the Euro-Mediterranean 

region:  

Nada Abdelsamad, BBC Arabic Service, Lebanon; Iason Athanasiadis, Freelance Journalist, Greece; Leila 

Ghandi, Monaco Impact Women Summit, Monaco; Ioannis Grigoriadis, Hellenic Foundation for 

European and Foreign Policy, Greece; Nadia Motii, University Mohammed V in Rabat, Morocco; Mònica 

Rius Piniés, University of Barcelona, Spain. 

Mediterranean Universities Union (UNIMED):

Marcello Scalisi, Director; Nathalie Clauter, Project Manager Support; Camille Limon, Communication 

officer. 

Anna Lindh Foundation team: 

Eleonora Insalaco, Head of Operations and Intercultural Research; Aissam Ben Aissa, Online Debate 

Community Management & Virtual Exchange Capacity Building Expert – technical moderator of the 

meeting; Racha Omeyri, Intercultural Research Officer - Rapporteur of the meeting; Johannes 

Jauhiainen, Intercultural Research Social Media Executive; Haitham Samy, Logistical 

coordinator/expert. 
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Background of the meeting 
The Intercultural Trends and Media Platform brings together media, academia and civil society to 

debate on the way perceptions between Europeans and Southern and Eastern Mediterranean people 

have evolved in the recent years as a result of the growing migratory and refugee movements, the rise 

of populist discourses and phenomena of violent extremism. The scientific data gathered with the 

ALF Intercultural Trends Survey, the civil society work led by the ALF 4500+ member network across 

42 countries as well as some specific expert contributions on the topic will offer a basis for the 

discussion. 

The focus of the discussion of the 8th July is around the way cross-cultural reporting and perceptions 

between Europeans and Southern and Eastern Mediterranean people have evolved as a consequence 

of the global pandemic COVID-19. 

The meeting is developed to be a space for a facilitated discussion to exchange reflections on the topic 

and to share some initial ideas on what can be done by journalists, academia and civil society together 

to minimize the consequences of the pandemic on intercultural relations and cooperation in the 

EuroMed region. In addition, the meeting aims to establish a network of professionals within civil 

society, academia and journalists in the Euro-Mediterranean region. 

The outcomes of the Intercultural Trends and Media Platform will feed into the broader process of 

reflection carried out in 2020 on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the Barcelona 

Process/EuroMed Partnership (launched in 1995) and in view of further strengthening cooperation in 

the Euro-Mediterranean region. 

https://www.annalindhfoundation.org/what-we-do/intercultural-trends-report
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The meeting 
The second virtual Intercultural Trends and Media Platform began with a plenary session during which 

each participant was invited to reflect, in 3 minutes, on the impact of the current pandemic on media 

narratives and his/her work, around the following questions: 

1. Thinking of COVID-19 and some of the media narratives emerging, can you please share some 

ideas on positive and negative effects on cross-cultural relations and reporting, and social

cohesion in the Euro-Mediterranean, if any?

2. What changes did you have to make for your work to adapt to the current circumstances?

Following the plenary session, participants were divided into two parallel breakout rooms, each with a 

rapporteur. 

Whilst in the virtual breakout rooms, the discussion among the participants was initiated with the 

following guiding questions: 

The Impact on mutual perceptions and cross-cultural reporting in the EuroMed, with the following question: 

3. What current news stories, in your country, relate to issues of intercultural dialogue, solidarity 

and cooperation? Please give an example

 What could be done to minimize the consequences of the current crisis on intercultural 

exchanges/dialogue, with the following questions: 

4. With regards to the prevailing media narratives, civic engagement and academic work what

would you require and recommend for the sake of more informative and nuanced coverage?

5. What kind of media messages would you suggest conveying to the public debate?

6. What would you recommend to the Anna Lindh Foundation in terms of messaging and action?

The second virtual Intercultural Trends and Media Platform Exchange included a post-evaluation online 

survey (see annex IV). 
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Summary of key challenges and recommendations 
During the opening of the meeting, Eleonora Insalaco, Head of Operations and Intercultural Research 

at the Anna Lindh Foundation, acknowledged the effect that the public debate has on mutual 

perceptions in the Euro-Mediterranean by underlining that “we are living in a war of words, so we need 

to find ways to bring nuance to the public debate and highlight positive stories from the Euro-

Mediterranean region”. 

In his opening remarks, Marcello Scalisi, Director of UNIMED underlined the importance of cooperation 

between academic institutions and media outlets: “Due to the situation, we have one common interest 

and same concerns. Joining efforts, pushing for more cooperation between the media and universities is 

essential to spread knowledge from academics to the general public. There are a lot of awareness raising 

issues in this period and this is something we shall build upon”, concluded Dr. Marcello Scalisi. 

Key issues, challenges and recommendations drawn from the exchange during the meeting and 

reflections by participants shared in the online survey are summarized below, they are centered around 

the following set of reflections: 

One of the main issues raised in the meeting concerned the consequences of temporary restrictions on 

some rights and civic freedoms which downgraded human interactions on the global agenda, possibly 

causing longer-term damage to social cohesion beyond the pandemic.  

Participants to the meeting agreed that responses to the pandemic should promote global and more 

integrated cooperation which is contradictory to closing down borders that has suspended cross-

cultural encounters and educational mobility programmes such as Erasmus. 

Participants also acknowledged that the health crisis presented itself as an opportunity to promote 

environmentally sustainable working methods as it had put a temporary break on global CO2 

emissions due to the shutdown of air traffic. Participants also underlined the need for environmental 

awareness actions to support and build on the environmental gains that the international community is 

witnessing. 

Participants considered that the pandemic had brought about new possibilities within the parameters 

of online learning and virtual exchanges, cultural online activities and free access to online materials. 

These activities had in turn permitted reaching broader target groups.   
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Strengthening cooperation between civil society, media and academia was elevated by the 

participants as an essential mechanism to enhance and initiate measures promoting diversity and 

fostering intercultural dialogue. One step in achieving this goal could be to make successful experiences 

of civil society and practices strengthening resilience more visible and accessible. Along the same lines, 

participants acknowledged the need to make academic work in the area of intercultural dialogue more 

visible and accessible as well.  

The need to develop fact-checking tools also emerged as one of the essential topics to be tackled to 

counter fake news and disinformation in the media landscape.   

During the meeting the discussion developed around how Covid-19 had affected media narratives and 

cross-cultural reporting in the region. For instance, the coverage of international issues from a local 

perspective while in quarantine, which in turn opens up the opportunity to make smaller-scale media 

productions telling stories with an international impact.  

Lastly participants in the session called for increased media literacy, training for journalists, more 

nuanced coverage including stories on individual and community-led efforts subtitled in different 

languages, using different formats and new tools of dissemination on new and emerging social media 

platforms.  
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As all actors in society are adapting for a post-lockdown world, the Anna Lindh Foundation together 

with the Mediterranean Universities Union (UNIMED) organises the second virtual Intercultural 

Trends and Media Platform called: Beyond painting pictures and cultivating stereotypes: Media narratives 

and foreign reporting for dialogue in the EuroMed region on the 8th of July from 11:30 -13:30 CEST. 

The meeting is set out to be a space for a facilitated debate between journalists, academia and civil 

society working extensively with foreign reporting and diversity, to reflect on how media production, 

cross-cultural reporting and mutual perceptions change as a result of the current crisis. Another aim of 

the meeting is also to invite reflection on what could be done, in order to bring nuance to foreign 

reporting and shed light on the intricacies of the Euro-Mediterranean region both now and in a world 

beyond the pandemic. 

The outcomes of the Intercultural Trends and Media Platform will feed into the broader process of 

reflection carried out in 2020 on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the Barcelona 

Process/EuroMed Partnership (launched in 1995) and in view of further strengthening cooperation in 

the Euro-Mediterranean region. 

The event is moderated by Leila Ghandi.       

For a full list of participants along with their biographies, please click here. 

About the Anna Lindh Foundation Intercultural Trends and Media Platform 

The Intercultural Trends and Media Platform brings together media, academia and civil society to 

create a network and to discuss how perceptions between Europeans and Southern and 

Eastern Mediterranean people have evolved in recent years as a result of the growing migratory 

and refugee movements, the rise of populist’s discourses and phenomena of violent extremism. 

 If you are a journalist, member of civil society or academic who would like to participate in a 

future edition of the Intercultural Trends and Media Platform, please do not hesitate to 

contact us (Johannes.jauhiainen@annalindhfoundation.org - Intercultural Research Social Media 

Executive). 

You can find more information on the event on the Intercultural Dialogue Resource Centre. 

For more information on the Intercultural Trends and Media work at the Anna Lindh Foundation you 

can contact: Eleonora.Insalaco@annalindhfoundation.org - Head of Operations and 

Intercultural Research. 

https://www.annalindhfoundation.org/sites/default/files/2020-07/Biographies%20in%20English.PDF
mailto:Johannes.jauhiainen@annalindhfoundation.org
https://www.annalindhfoundation.org/resources/events/beyond-painting-pictures-and-cultivating-stereotypes-media-narratives-and-foreign
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On the 8th of July, from 11:30-13:30 CEST, the Anna Lindh Foundation organized together with the 

Mediterranean Universities Union (UNIMED) the second virtual Intercultural Trends and Media 

platform entitled “Beyond painting pictures and cultivating stereotypes: media narratives and foreign 

reporting for dialogue in the EuroMed”. 

The meeting was organized as a space for a facilitated debate between journalists, academia and civil 

society to exchange reflections on the way media productions, cross-cultural reporting and mutual 

perceptions are changing as a result of the current crisis in the Euro-Mediterranean region and to share 

ideas on what could be done to minimize the negative consequences of the current crisis on intercultural 

exchanges and dialogue. 

During the opening of the meeting, Eleonora Insalaco, Head of Operations and Intercultural Research 

at the Anna Lindh Foundation, acknowledged the effect that the public debate has on mutual 

perceptions in the Euro-Mediterranean by underlining that “we are living in a war of words, so we need 

to find ways to bring nuance to the public debate and highlight positive stories from the Euro-

Mediterranean region".  

In his opening remarks, Marcello Scalisi, Director of UNIMED underlined the importance of cooperation 

between academic institutions and media outlets: “Due to the situation, we have one common interest 

and same concerns. Joining efforts, pushing for more cooperation between the media and universities is 

essential to spread knowledge from academics to the general public. There are a lot of awareness raising 

issues in this period and this is something we shall build upon”, concluded Dr. Marcello Scalisi. 

During the meeting the reflections developed around how Covid-19 had affected media narratives and 

cross-cultural reporting in the region. For example, localism within the parameters of global challenges 

is on the rise again. This in turn opens up the opportunity to make smaller-scale media productions 

telling stories with an international impact.  

Participants also acknowledged that the health crisis presented itself as an opportunity to promote 

environmentally sustainable working methods as it had put a temporary break on global CO2 emissions 

due to the shutdown of air traffic. Participants also underlined the need for environmental awareness 

actions to support and build on the environmental gains that the international community is witnessing. 

Participants considered that the pandemic had brought about new possibilities within the parameters 

of online learning and virtual exchanges, cultural online activities and free access to online materials. 

These activities had in turn permitted reaching broader target groups.   
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Strengthening cooperation between civil society, media and academia was elevated by the participants 

as an essential mechanism to enhance and initiate measures promoting diversity and fostering 

intercultural dialogue. One step in achieving this goal could be to make successful experiences of civil 

society and practices strengthening resilience more visible and accessible. Along the same lines, 

participants acknowledged the need to make academic work in the area of intercultural dialogue more 

visible and accessible as well.  

In addition to stimulating a discussion on the topics of the meeting, the aim was to establish a network 

of professionals within civil society, academia and journalists in the Euro-Mediterranean region. 

Participants to the second virtual meeting of the Intercultural Trends and Media Platform included: 

Nada Abdelsamad, BBC Arabic Service, Lebanon; Iason Athanasiadis, Freelance Journalist, Greece; 

Ioannis Grigoriadis, Hellenic Foundation for European and Foreign Policy, Greece; Nadia Motii, 

University Mohammed V in Rabat, Morocco and Mònica Rius Piniés, University of Barcelona, Spain. 
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