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Background of the meeting 
Recent portrayals of youth and youth from diverse cultural backgrounds has occupied public debates
in Italy with the release of the fourth season of youth drama “Skam”, in France, with “Mignonnes” and
in Jordan with the release of Netflix’ first Arabic-speaking tv-series “Jinn”, released in the summer of
2019.

Television and film may amplify or create cross-cultural understanding as the Anna Lindh Foundation
Intercultural Trends Survey reveals that 27-32% of people in Europe and the Southern and Eastern
Mediterranean considered film to be a credible source of news for cross-cultural information, while
45-58 % thought the same about Television.

The third Intercultural Trends and Media Platform was, as previous platforms, conceived as a space for
a facilitated discussion to exchange reflections and to share ideas on what can be done by journalists,
academia and civil society together in order to support intercultural relations and cooperation in the
EuroMed region.

The outcomes of the Intercultural  Trends and Media Platform (s) feed into the broader process of
reflection  carried  out  in  2020  on  the  occasion  of  the  25th  Anniversary  of  the  Barcelona
Process/EuroMed Partnership (launched in 1995) and in view of further strengthening cooperation in
the Euro-Mediterranean region. 

The third Virtual Intercultural Trends and Media Platform was organised on the 20th of October, 2020

– 11:30-13:30 CEST.
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The meeting 
The third virtual Intercultural Trends and Media Platform began with introductory remarks from Dr
Nabil  Al Sharif,  Executive  Director  of  the Anna Lindh Foundation,  Marcello Scalisi,  Director  of  the
Mediterranean Universities Union, Eleonora Insalaco Head of Operations and Intercultural Research
at the Anna Lindh Foundation.

Following the introduction (s), participants were invited to briefly reflect on the  representation and
views of  young  women and men in the media and public  debates in  the Euro-Mediterranean.  The
reflection was stimulated by especially the following question: 

• Since the outburst of the pandemic have you seen any specific or different representation of
youth in the media? Any reference to young people with diverse backgrounds?

Following the plenary session, participants were divided into three parallel breakout rooms, each with
a rapporteur. In the virtual breakout rooms, the discussion among the participants was initiated with
the following guiding questions: 

• Has the view of young people been presented in the media in relation to the current situation?

• Which  good  practices  on  youth  portrayal  in  the  media  and  especially  youth  from  diverse
cultural backgrounds?

• What  measures  to  promote  diversity  and  dialogue  via  the  media?  What  role  could  young
people and the media play for intercultural dialogue in the Euro-Mediterranean region?

The third virtual Intercultural Trends and Media Platform Exchange included a post-evaluation online

survey (see annex III).
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Summary of key challenges and recommendations
The meeting facilitated a roundtable discussion between participants, who explored and exchanged
views and scientific data on how youth are represented in the media; as well as reflecting together on
possible recommendations to support youth and intercultural relations in the EuroMed region. 

In his opening remarks Dr Nabil Al-Sharif, Executive Director of the Anna Lindh Foundation, stressed
that, by organizing the Intercultural Trends and Media Platform, the Anna Lindh Foundation aims to
create a Euro-Mediterranean network and a space where journalists, academia and civil society can
exchange reflections on cross-cultural reporting and develop more awareness on the cultural richness
and diversity of the Euro-Mediterranean region.

Furthermore, Dr Al-Sharif, underlined that “Youth are a priority group for our work and we have a
specific programme to enhance young people’s skills, opportunities for advocacy and engagement. We
also need to highlight the role that young people can play in collaboration with the media”.

Along  the  same  lines,  Marcello  Scalisi,  Director  of  UNIMED,  stressed  the  importance  of  creating
alliances among universities,  youth and media outlets.  These could in turn contribute to creating a
Mediterranean generation that understands the differences between and of our societies and that
would  advocate  for  study  exchanges  among  others.  Furthermore,  regarding  the  alliances  Scalisi
mentioned a project focusing on journalism that UNIMED carried out in Libya that also contributed to
a positive storytelling relating to the Mediterranean.

Lastly,  Scalisi  highlighted  that  the  Mediterranean  Universities  Union  continues  to  make  efforts  to
underline that the Arab World is not a monolith but a diverse mosaic of cultures. 

These  institutional  greetings  were  followed  by  a  presentation  of  highlights  from  the  Intercultural
Trends Report by Eleonora Insalaco, Head of Operations and Intercultural Research at the Anna Lindh
Foundation. In her presentation Insalaco acknowledged the part that journalists and the media play in
shaping mutual perceptions in the Euro-Mediterranean. And on that note, Insalaco underlined, among
others, that there is a need to identify new methodologies and new approaches to support the media
sector in connecting young people and challenging existing stereotypes and presented data on views
by  young  people  from  the  survey.   The  media  should  also  put  a  higher  emphasis  on  fact-based
reporting that may counter the spread of prejudices and disinformation. 

Insalaco also noted that the Intercultural Trends Survey reveals that 27-32% of people in Europe and
the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean considered film to be a credible source of news for cross-
cultural information, while 45-58 % thought the same about television. Furthermore, the report also
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reveals that a majority of respondents, both South and North of the Mediterranean, report to be either
somewhat or very interested in news on both cultural live and lifestyle, along with information on the
political situation. 

The roundtable of the meeting began with a presentation from Pietro Gagliardi, Junior Policy Analyst
at  the  OECD,  who  highlighted  results  from  the  Youth  and  COVID-19  -  Response,  Recovery  and
Resilience- report. According to Mr Gagliardi, the report, which was based on survey findings from 90
youth  organisations  from  48  countries  including  countries  in  the  Euro-Mediterranean  region,
indicated that the pandemic had amplified certain already existing challenges that youth face including
education, employment challenges relating to social media and the digital divide - despite the fact that
youth are considered digital natives. Mr Gagliardi also called, based on the findings of the report by the
OECD, for measures that promote youth engagements in the co-creation and/or implementation of
policy responses and recovery plans. 

The debate in the plenary focused on the following: 

• How cultural diversity and representation were covered by the media in France. It was also
underlined that during the lockdown some French media outlets portrayed young people from
different  social  contexts  based  on  prejudices  rather  than  on  facts,  framing  them  as  either
obedient of the restrictions or as disobedient.

• Attention  was  also  given  to  cross-cultural  reporting  in  Spain  where  young  migrants  were
stigmatized by the media as spreaders of Covid-19 and on the creation of two online platforms
by civil society members in Spain with the aim to promote intercultural relations and to fact-
check some of the hateful narratives in the public debate.

• On the situation that young migrants face amid the burning of the Moria refugee camp on the
Greek island of Lesbos. The experiences of young people on this island were described as a
mixture of a loss of hope, a humanitarian disaster and a realization that there is still  a long
journey  ahead  before  being  able  to  settle  somewhere  safe.  In  this  perspective,  further
reflection needs to be put on best practices regarding post-arrival integration and migration
policies.

• On examples of successful youth engagement in the production of media content. One of these
good practices included an initiative in Morocco that gave youth the possibility to broadcast
their own radio-show that in turn enabled them to cover various topics of interest and reach
vast audiences beyond conventional socio-economic bubbles. In that spirit, the discussion also
developed around the role that young people can play in the capacity of content creators and
citizen journalists in different parts of the Euro-Mediterranean.  The reflection also centered
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around the media literacy to provide young people the tools to have a critical reading of media
contents as well as developing cultural sensitivity when creating content for social media.

• Finally, participants highlighted that the initiatives and good practices discussed in the meeting

need to receive more coverage from the mainstream media in order not for young people to

lose interest.

Recommendations
The plenary agreed upon the following recommendations: 

• Provide young people with the set of tools needed to create online content: considering that
youth  are  digital  natives,  they  should  be  provided  with  tools  enabling  them  to  create
differentiated content. If  given accurate tools, youth will be able to be connected with their
peers while promoting positive exchanges between communities.  In that spirit,  it  was also
acknowledged that when youth take on the ownership of content creation on social media it
may  open  up  the  possibility  for  more  diverse  and  inclusive  communication  including  non-
identity-centric imagery and openness for example to acceptance of people displaying in public
different religious symbols. Furthermore,  youth can develop trendy and engaging content on
issues pertaining intercultural relations.

• Support  for  young  people  to  create  radio  shows,  short  films  and  documentaries.  This
recommendation  came  about  from  the  observation  that  short  films and  documentaries
covering stories of young people,  were seen as positive initiatives to raise voices about the
important role youth have in society, as well as to convey messages in a short, but attractive
way.

• Inform youth about the ethical component in using and creating content  for social media:
young people need to be able to recognize hate speech and learn how to counter it.  Social
media  is  a  wonderful  tool  able  to  give  everyone  a  voice,  but  it  can  also  spread  hate  and
intolerance. Youth should grasp why it is vital to share positive content in an ethical way.

• Educate young people on how media works: youth need to understand the dynamics pertaining
to media editorial choices. This presents some obstacles to young people who wish to get their
voice  heard  and  in  order  to  counter  this  trend  young  people  need  mentoring.  In  addition,
promoting  inclusive  content  may  be  facilitated  when  journalists  take  the  lead  on  projects
operated by youth and for youth.
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• Virtual exchanges are needed as digital platforms allow for discussions on topics of relevance
for youth, while bringing together people and enhancing intercultural dialogue.

• Support the creation of  independent media outlets and platforms that are able to counter
fictitious  narratives  on  youth.  Best  practices  such  as  the  Melting  Book

(https://www.meltingbook.com/)  and  Stop  Rumores  (https://stoprumores.com/  )     should  be
followed.

• Lastly,  the plenary concluded that cooperation and networking among academia, media and

youth should be enhanced. Participants also called upon the Anna Lindh Foundation to take a

greater  role  in  promoting media  literacy  both  via  formal  and  non-formal  education,  to

promote digital skills among youth and to bridge the gaps between different societal bubbles

that media in part creates.
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“Fair, diverse and nuanced representation matters”

In a world where media and popular culture are crucial  in shaping public opinions, the Anna Lindh
Foundation  together  with  the  Mediterranean  Universities  Union  (UNIMED)  organises  the  Third
Virtual  Intercultural  Trends  and  Media  Platform  called:  “Fair,  diverse  and  nuanced  representation
matters” on the 20th of October from 11:30 -13:30 CET. The event was organised in the framework of
the Anna Lindh Foundation Virtual Marathon and the 25th Anniversary of the Barcelona Process. 

Recently, societies in Europe and the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean have witnessed a range of
lively public debates on how youth and cross-cultural phenomena have been presented in the media
and popular culture. An example of such a debate has occurred in Italy with the release of the youth
drama “Skam”. The same occurred also in France, with “Mignonnes”, in Sweden with “Kalifat” and in
Jordan with the release of Netflix’ first Arabic-speaking TV-series “Jinn” released in the summer of
2019. 

These  debates  are  important  as  television  and  film  may  amplify  or  create  cross-cultural
understandings.  This is exemplified in The Anna Lindh Foundation Intercultural Trends Survey, which
reveals that no more than 8-21% of respondents, North and South of the Mediterranean, felt that what
they had seen or read in the media had changed their view of the Mediterranean other in a positive
way. 

The survey also reveals that no more than 27-32 percent of people in Europe and the Southern and
Eastern Mediterranean considered film to be a credible source of cross-cultural information, while 45-
58 percent thought the same about television. 

Taking stock of these observations the Anna Lindh Foundation and the Mediterranean Universities
Union have invited journalists, academia and civil society to discuss, exchange and reflect on how to
promote intercultural relations and cooperation in the EuroMed region.

The outcomes of the Intercultural Trends and Media Platform will feed into the broader process of
reflection  carried  out  in  2020  on  the  occasion  of  the  25th  Anniversary  of  the  Barcelona
Process/EuroMed Partnership (launched in 1995) and in view of further strengthening cooperation in
the Euro-Mediterranean region.

The platform is moderated by Bayan Tal, Senior Advisor at the Jordan Media Institute. 
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About the Anna Lindh Foundation Intercultural Trends and Media Platform
The Intercultural  Trends and Media  Platform brings  together media,  academia  and civil  society to
create  a  network  and  to  discuss  how  perceptions  between  Europeans  and  Southern  and  Eastern
Mediterranean people have evolved in recent years as a result of the growing migratory and refugee
movements, the rise of populist discourses and phenomena of violent extremism.

If you are a journalist, member of civil society or academic who would like to participate in a future
edition  of  the  Intercultural  Trends  and  Media  Platform,  please  do  not  hesitate  to  contact  us
(johannes.jauhiainen@annalindhfoundation.org - Intercultural Research Social Media Executive)

☞ For more information on the Intercultural Trends and Media work at the Anna Lindh Foundation

you can contact:  Eleonora.Insalaco@annalindhfoundation.org  - Head of Operations and Intercultural

Research.  If  you  are  a  journalist  interested in  participating  in  a  future  edition  of  the Intercultural

Trends  and  Media  platform  feel  free  to  contact  Johannes  Jauhiainen  at

johannes.jauhiainen@annalindhfoundation.org.
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On the 20th of October from 11:30-13:30 CET, the Anna Lindh Foundation organised together with
the Mediterranean Universities Union (UNIMED) the Third Virtual Intercultural  Trends and Media
Platform titled “Fair,  diverse and nuanced representation matters”,  within the framework of  the Anna
Lindh Foundation Virtual Marathon celebrating the 25th Anniversary of the Barcelona Process.

The meeting was organised as a space for a facilitated debate between journalists, academia and civil
society to exchange reflections on the way media productions,  cross-cultural  reporting and mutual
perceptions are changing as a result of  the current crisis  in the Euro-Mediterranean region and to
share ideas on what could be done to minimize the negative consequences of the current crisis on
intercultural exchanges and dialogue. 

In  his  opening  remarks,  Dr  Nabil  Al-Sharif,  Executive  Director  of  the  Anna  Lindh  Foundation
underlined that” Youth are a priority group for our work and we have a specific programme to enhance
young people’s skills, opportunities for advocacy and engagement. We also need to highlight the role
that young people can play in collaboration with the media”.

In addition, Dr Al-Sharif highlighted that cooperation is a basis for the wellbeing and development of
our  societies  and  that  the  suggestions  of  the  participants  to  the  platform  would  be  taken  into
consideration as part of the strategic work of the Anna Lindh Foundation.

In his opening remarks Marcello Scalisi, Director of UNIMED underlined the importance of nuanced
media  narratives  in  promoting  mutual  understanding  in  the  region.  Scalisi  also  highlighted  the
importance of alliances between universities and the media and mentioned positive outcomes of  a
project carried out by UNIMED focusing on journalism in Libya, which in addition to its primary goals
also contributed to a positive storytelling relating to the Mediterranean. 

During the opening of the meeting, Eleonora Insalaco, Head of Operations and Intercultural Research
at the Anna Lindh Foundation, acknowledged that part that journalists and media play in amplifying
the shaping mutual perceptions in the public debates all over the Euro-Mediterranean. Furthermore,
Ms Insalaco briefed the participants on polling data concerning  youth and cross-cultural  reporting
from the third edition of the Intercultural Trends report. 

During the meeting Pietro Gagliardi, Junior Policy Analyst at the OECD, highlighted results from the
Youth and Covid-19 - Response, Recovery and Resilience- report. Based on the results of the report
Mr  Gagliardi  called  for  measures  that  promote  youth  engagements  in  the  co-creation  and/or
implementation of policy responses and recovery plans.

During the plenary session reflections developed around how the voices of youth could be amplified
and highlighted in the public debate(s) on both sides of the Mediterranean. 
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A proposed method that could help youth penetrate the traditional media and make its coverage more
diverse is for youth to develop trendy content. In that spirit, it was also acknowledged that when youth
take on the ownership of content creation on social media it  may open up the possibility for more
diverse and inclusive communication including non-identity-centric imagery such as people wearing
different religious symbols in the public space. The plenary also applauded the idea of creating short
documentaries  presenting  success  stories  of  youth  that  could  in  turn  promote  more  diverse  and
nuanced representations in the media. 

The plenary also highlighted the need for an enhanced media literacy and training for young people
who aspire to become journalists or to create journalistic content. 

Lastly,  the plenary concluded that cooperation and networking among  academia,  media and youth
should be enhanced. Participants also called for the Anna Lindh Foundation to take a greater role in
promoting media literacy both via formal and non-formal education, to promote digital skills among
youth and to bridge the gaps between different societal bubbles that media in part creates. 

The platform was moderated by Bayan Tal, Senior Advisor at the Jordan Media Institute. 

List of participants: 

Participants  from civil  society,  academia  and the  press  in  the Euro-Mediterranean  region:  Alberto

Capote  Lama,  University  of  Granada,  Spain;  Orsolya  Komlósi,  Palantír  Film  Alapítvány,  Hungary;

Davide Zurlo, Permanent Delegation Office of the Association “Comunità Papa Giovanni XXIII”, Italy;

Hanaa Mcdady,  Erasmus virtual Exchange cross-cultural trainer, Jordan; Elbatoul Mazighi,  Erasmus

virtual  Exchange  cross-cultural  trainer,  Algeria;  Khadija  Amahal,  Erasmus  virtual  Exchange  cross-

cultural  trainer,  Morocco;  Marjus  Ceveli  Erasmus  virtual  Exchange  cross-cultural  trainer,

Italy/Albania;  Nadia  Henni-Moulai,  Melting  Book,  France;  Pietro  Gagliardi,  OECD,  France;  Iason

Athanasiadis, multimedia freelance journalist, Greece; Eetta Prince-Gibson, Israel Editor for Moment

Magazine and regular contributor regularly to Haaretz, Foreign Policy and al-Monitor, Israel. 
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