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Let us never lose our passion and motivation to help the people

in need overseas! 

“You will never run out of options and impact if you have a good

team, strong partnerships and people who believe in you, and

are ready to provide support for your actions. With all of you,

SB will contribute to a better world” 

                                          Louma Albik – Founder of SB Overseas

The year of 2022 has been anything but

ordinary. The unnerving combination of war,

inflation, energy scarcity, and climate

change wasn’t what anyone expected as life

was just beginning to move forward from the

COVID-19 pandemic

it was filled with unique hardships and challenges for the whole

world. The suffering and difficulties faced by migrants and

refugees’ communities only worsened due to circumstances post the

pandemic. The NGO world also suffered from the situation with the

impairment of their activities and the lack of resources, where

people in need needed us the most.

At SB Overseas, we decided to use these challenges as an

opportunity to develop our resilience and to adapt ourselves to

achieve our goals, no matter what. We pushed our limits and kept

our motivation high – even if this was not easy every day. We did not

stop our activities and did the best we could to maximize their

impact on the ground despite the hard conditions.

We are proud to share with you our accomplishment during the year

2022, where we continued to help people in need with all the

compromises that it took. We would like to thank you for your

continuous help and support during this year. Thank you for working

with us towards a better future. We wish the year 2023 to be filled

with hope, love and compassion.



The SB Espoir project consists of conducting sociocultural and

vocational workshops with unaccompanied minors asylum-seekers

(aged between 14 and 18) and refugee women and girls residing in

reception centers in Belgium. 

The different workshops and activities aim at developing the youth

socio-economic and cultural skills and foster their integration

and inclusion in Belgium. We are currently active in four Fedasil

and Red Cross reception centers.

S B  E S P O I R

333 444

All the workshops we develop are led by volunteer citizens. By

involving volunteers in this project, we aim at building a bridge

between the refugees and (inter)national communities living in

Brussels. 

The SB Espoir project is divided into two essential parts; the first

is focusing on the self-development of the youth and their

empowerment through physical and cultural activities, as well as

the discovery of career paths in Belgium. The second part is about

building bridges with the local community and is therefore

focusing on social cohesion between refugee youths & women and

local youths & women, in addition to advocating and raising

awareness about asylum problematics with the local community.

Equipping those escaping conflict and violence with concrete

and necessary educational and professional tools to enable

them regaining control over their lives and building a

sustainable future. 

Building sustainable development projects aimed at providing

social and economic opportunities to asylum seekers to rebuild

their lives and integrate in their new country and/or to

resettle in their country of origin. 

The SB Espoir project aims at:

Boosting solidarity and the integration and inclusion of

unaccompanied minors’ asylum-seekers and families in Belgium by

building a bridge between them and Belgian civic society.



O U R  A C T I V I T I E S

555 666

In the course of 2022, SB Overseas organized a wide variety of

events, all as enriching and innovative as each other. We

conducted 21 activities with the involvement of 153 unaccompanied

minors seeking asylum in Belgium. 

This year, 15 volunteers and 6 external partners joined the SB

Espoir project and had the opportunity to share peerless moments

with the youths from the centers.

Providing the most adequate and useful psychosocial support is

one of our eternal targets. With this in mind, we offer three

ranges of activities: arts et culture, well-being through sports et

professional workshops. 



777 888

During the activities related to arts and culture, the youths

discovered the histories of migrations and what it has

brought and is bringing to Brussels, the showpieces of the

Brussels Planetarium, Mini-Europe, the Autoworld Museum, the

Cinquantenaire Park and the Rouge-Cloître. 

The well-being through sports was conducted during boxing

classes, football practices and introductions to the

meditative practice of yoga. 

As for the professional workshops, they were designed

around the thematics of visual arts during photography

workshops, on one hand, and on the other hand, around

sustainable development and entrepreneurship during an

afternoon where awareness was raised about uncommon and

committed professions.



999 1 01 01 0

Besides the activities we carried out in the Centers, our team

organized a number of events at the end of the year to

celebrate the festivities and give the youth from the Centers a

personal attention.

E N D  O F  T H E  Y E A R

A N D  W I N T E R  E V E N T S

T H E  M U L T I C U L T U R A L  W I N T E R  C U P

The Multicultural Winter Cup: In order to celebrate the

festivities and create an inter and multicultural space, SB

Overseas organized a sport tournament dedicated to the youths

living in Schaerbeek and Saint-Josse and the youths of asylum

and reception centers. Through this great football event, youths

with less favorable life stories and backgrounds had the

opportunity to meet, exchange and surpass themselves. Our

goals were to give top billing to social cohesion, kindness, and

inclusion and promote building bridges between two communities.

We are very pleased to have allowed those youths to meet, to

have organized a highly sporty day where sharing and meeting

took center stage, and also to have had the opportunity to raise

public awareness about the importance of cohesion and refugees'

realities. This event was multicultural and innovative because,

for the space of one day, those who are not used to being put

into the spotlight were honored.



C O L D  W E A T H E R  A C T I O N

1 11 11 1 1 21 21 2

In December, we offered 100 winter jackets to all the residents of

a center in Brussels. A successful cold weather action which

could not have been carried out without the generosity of our new

partner, Trane Technologies !



O U R  G O A L S  F O R  2 0 2 3

1 31 31 3 1 41 41 4

SB Overseas is relentlessly working with its partner centers,

because we are committed to ensuring that their needs and hopes

are met, and know where our team can take real actions. Our

approach is intended to be inclusive, creative, innovative and

sustainable. 

In 2023, we will collaborate with a new reception center which is

an opportunity to carry out and act on a new front line for and

with the youths and undertake new projects and activities!



T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

S P O N S O R S H I P  P R O J E C T  

1 51 51 5 1 61 61 6

The community sponsorship project was launched by the Belgian

government in 2020 and is an integral part of the Belgian

resettlement program. The objective of the community sponsorship

project is to turn to civil society to resettle families on the one

hand, and to promote the integration of refugees in the host

society through living together, on the other hand. 

In Belgium, community sponsorship means that a group of motivated

citizens commits to welcome and accompany resettled refugees

during the first year in Belgium.

This group of citizens then becomes the "sponsor" group of the

resettled family.

This partnership lasts for the first 12 months. The objective is to

help the family find their bearings in Belgium by offering them a

group of people to rely on until they feel sufficiently familiar

with their new living environment to become autonomous.

Find housing for the family

Accompany them physically and emotionally in the different

administrative steps

Help them create a social network in their local environment 

Get to know their new city through social and cultural

activities

Foster their integration into their new society. 

The role of the sponsors is multiple, they provide their help to:



R E S E T T L E M E N T  O F  3

F A M I L I E S  I N  B E L G I U M  

1 71 71 7 1 81 81 8

This year, SB Overseas’s engagement in the community sponsorship

project has taken a new turn. In collaboration with Fedasil and

thanks to our amazing groups of sponsors, SB Overseas resettled

3 refugee families in Belgium. A meaningful project in which

empathy and solidarity prevail. We are very proud to get involved

in this human and collaborative experience as well as to stand up

for the rights and dignity of all human beings.

Our families were resettled in the following cities of Belgium: 

Our team were extremely motivated and redoubled its effort to

resettle these families. Our field coordinator did everything he

could to make sure the houses were ready at the arrivals of the

families. We wanted to make sure that after the long journey

these families have been through, they find a welcoming

environment in which they can finally rest and start their new

life with lots of hope and dreams.

Of course, starting everything from the start in a new country is

difficult full of challenges…This is why our groups of volunteers

devoted themselves to supporting the families in everything they

need during their first year in Belgium.



T H E  W O R K  O F  O U R  1 5

V O L U N T E E R S

1 91 91 9 2 02 02 0

Our team was amazed to see how after a few moments, a mutual

friendship has been formed between the sponsor’s groups and the

families. The volunteers were extremely helpful and gave their

best to support the families during the first days. Most of the

volunteers went to visit the families every single day since they

arrived in Belgium, to make sure they do not lack anything. Our

volunteers and our team also accompanied the families to every

administrative institution in order to help them with the different

formalities in Belgium, registering to schools, following French

lessons, etc. 



The community sponsorship project is a great alternative to the

existing legal pathways of migration toward Belgium. We are

proud to have an amazing team of volunteers, coworkers, and

partners who make this resettlement possible and give hope to the

refugee families who have suffered from their forced

displacement. We hope that Belgium will be a new home for them

where they can feel welcomed, surrounded, and hopeful. 

O U R  G O A L  F O R  2 0 2 3 :

R E S E T T L I N G  1 0  F A M I L I E S !  

2 12 12 1 2 22 22 2

We are ready and committed to achieving greater goals for the

year 2023. Our goal is to resettle 10 families and to create 10

groups of volunteers to help these families start a new life in

Belgium ! 



Being located at the heart of Europe, SB OverSeas uses this

location to raise awareness about the situation caused by refugee

humanitarian crises. Our aim is to raise the voices of refugee

communities and fil the gap by collaborating with different

partners at the international and national levels in order to

advocate for and represent the interests of young asylum

seekers. SBO is therefore advocating nationally and

internationally for the fundamental rights and dignity of

refugee’s communities, both in Europe and in the Middle East. 

S B  O V E R S E A S  &  T H E

B R U S S E L S  C O M M U N I T Y

2 32 32 3 2 42 42 4

In Brussels, we are continuously advocating for the rights of

asylum seekers in Belgium and their good integration and inclusion

since 2013. We publish a newsletter, reports, surveys and

constantly organize and participate in events, workshops and

advocacy campaigns in that regard. Our aim is to create links and

build bridges between all stakeholders working in

the field of migration in order to join our forces and maximize our

impact.

We collaborate with advocacy platforms active in the field of

migration at the Belgian, European and International levels. SBO is

a member of several umbrellas’ platforms such as CNCD, PICUM,

The ECRE, IOM Migration, Plate-forme Mineurs en Exile etc. 



M A J O R  E V E N T S

2 52 52 5 2 62 62 6

In April, we organized our big event named “Iftar”, where we

welcome more than 150 participants and shared a nice dinner

together. We presented SB Overseas projects and raise donations

for our beneficiaries.



2 72 72 7 2 82 82 8

In May, we had the chance to participate in the Bottom Up

Conference in Athens. The theme was the participation of civil

society in migration issues and good practices coming from a

bottom-up approach. We had the chance to present our different

projects and to engage with new partners! 



2 92 92 9 3 03 03 0

In May, we had the chance to participate at the International

Migration Review Forum at the United Nations headquarter in

Europe. The Policy and advocacy objectives of the UN were

discussed and SB Overseas had the opportunity to attend in order

to reflect on the impact of those objectives in our daily work.



3 13 13 1 3 23 23 2

On the 1st and 2nd June, SB Overseas attended the Focus Final

Conference. The focus project is an EU-funded research project to

improve the understanding of relations between refugees and host

communities in Jordan, Croatia, Germany, and Sweden. Sb Overseas

had a stand at the venue to present our projects in the field and

our steps towards #livingwelltogether. Thank you to all the

amazing speakers for sharing such interesting insights and

experiences. 



3 33 33 3 3 43 43 4

SB Overseas held a stand at the European Development Days (EDD)

during their 15th edition on 14 and 15 June in Brussels and online.

The event focused on “Global Gateway: building sustainable

partnerships for a connected world.” 

Over the years, the EDD community has become a strong,

collaborative and inclusive network. This was an opportunity for

SB Overseas to make new contacts and to present our project at

the international and local levels. 



3 53 53 5 3 63 63 6

In June, we had a stand at the Brussels station for the

international day of living together. SB Overseas distributed its

flyer to present our projects and raise donations for our

beneficiaries. 



Overall, we worked diligently to ensure that our work is person-

centered, and we will continue to enhance and adjust our

programmes as the needs of our beneficiaries evolve. Around

three-quarters of refugees in Lebanon fall into the most

vulnerable groups categories such as women, children, and youth,

which is why our projects carefully address the needs of each of

these groups. Additionally, through our work in accommodation and

reception centers hosting unaccompanied minors in Brussels, we

can comprehensively assess their needs and collect feedback,

allowing us to bridge support and protection gaps.

F I N A L  W O R D

3 73 73 7 3 83 83 8

In 2022, we have been focused on ensuring the continuation of

securing the basic services that every individual needed in those

difficult circumstances, such as ensuring a continuous education

through involving students with schools again post the pandemic,

ensuring safe health conditions through awareness sessions about

the importance of vaccines and the distribution of sanitary tools,

and ensuring safety from the winter through the distributions of

basic materials such as medicines and fuels to cope with the harsh

weather conditions. 

For the year 2023, we will rely on our quote in life which is to

#give_hope wherever there is darkness because hope is the

candle that might erase all of it.

We would like to thank our staff, volunteers, donors, partners,

and everyone involved in SB Overseas’ work for all the support we

have received during this year. Together, we will continue to

#GiveHope and to build a brighter future.


